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Inthe name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful

Verily this is the word of a most honourable Messenger,
Frnduedwith Power,
with vank before the Lovd of the Throne,
"With authority there, (and) faithfulto his trust.
(Holy Qur’an, at-Takwir 81:19-21)
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THE STATION OF THE ELECTOF GOD * XXl

workers of iniquity perpetrate in the way of falschood with truth, this dunya
(world, material life) would have disappeared long ago.

Among the Signs of Last Days, ‘Abd Allah bin ‘Amr Ibn al-‘As < related
that the Prophet # said:

Allah will not take knowledge from the hearts of the scholars
but he takes the scholars (they die). There will be no more
scholars to take their place so people will take extremely
ignorant leaders. They will be asked questions and will give
Sfatwas (legal rulings) without knowledge. They are misguided
and they misguide others.>

The pious servants (sa/ihin) have been balancing everything from the time
of the Prophet #. Indeed, throughout all ages, they are balancing falsehood
with truth. But now that balance they have brought to the worlds is reaching its
end so that there is no longer a balance. Indeed, the lack of a sense of
proportion has become the dominant characteristic of our epoch. That is why
today one sees so much killing. And while everyone speaks of peace, peace,
peace, in fact everywhere people are dying. May Allah keep us under the wings
of His pious servants whom He has endowed with knowledge and entrusted
with the guidance of the community of Muhammad and balance our deeds to
be in a good way.

The Prophet of Allah 4 said:

After me come caliphs, and after the caliphs come princes,
and after princes there will be kings and after the kings, there
will be tyrants. And after the tyrants a man from My House
will fill the earth with justice, and after him is al-Qahtani. By
the One who sent me with the Truth! Not a word less. ¢

We see that the caliphs are spoken of in this hadith are “the Rightly-
Guided Ones”: Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali, may Allah the Exalted be
pleased with them all. The princes are the Umayyad Caliphs of Damascus and
the Abbasid Caliphs of Baghdad. As for the kings, they are the Ottoman
Sultans of Istanbul. Following the kings, according to the hadith, are tyrants,
and that is what is commonly seen today.

Awliya are not looking to the future, mentioned in such hadith, as far away.
Rather they are communicating to those who would learn from them, that
these hadith are signposts for mankind on the road to the Hereafter. If we act

® BukharT 1:33, “Kitab al-ilm.” Muslim #157, “Kitab al-ilm”:
Inna Allaha la yaqbidu al-‘ilma intiz’an yantazi'uhu min al-‘ibad wa lakin yaqbid
ul-ilma bi qabd il-‘'ulama hatta idha lam yubqi ‘aliman itakhada an-nasu ru’usan
Jjuhalan fa su'ilu fa aftaw bi ghayri ‘ilmin fa dallu wa adallu.

® Na‘im bin Hammad in “Fitan” from ‘Abd ar-Rahman bin Qays bin Jabir al-Sadafi. Kanz al-

‘ummal, hadith #38704.
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capacity to comprehend our past, present and future as well as the past, present
and future of the world in which we live.

The Divinely-revealed Law ($hari‘ah) brought by the Prophet Muhammad
# encompasses all levels of religion, from the five pillars of Islam to the six
pillars of faith (iwdn) to the state of moral excellence (zhsan). Thus, the Shari‘ah
spreads out like a huge expansive tree, whose broad leafy branches represent
the practical applications (furu’) of the divine principles (us#l) tepresented by the
roots. From this divine guidance we may learn to accommodate not only our
behavior to the Shariah, but also our beliefs to the Last Day and its
corresponding Signs. For our beliefs generate actions pleasing to God.

As Allah sald in the Holy Qur an:
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By the sun and His glorious splendor, and by the moon as it follows it, by
the day as it shows up the sun’s glory, by the night as it conceals tt; by the
furmament and its wonderfulstructure. By the earth and its wide
expanse. By the soul and the proportion and ovder given to it andits
inspiration as to its wrong and its vight. Truly he succeeds who purifies it.
Mﬁefm’& tﬁatcomgotsit ash-Shams 91:1-10)
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Whenthe sky is cleft asunder and-when the stars are scattered and when

the oceans are suffevedto burst forth. And when the Graves ave turned

upside downs; (Then) shall each soul know what it hath sent forward and
(what it hath) kept back. (al-Infitir, 82:1-5)

In these verses, Allah %€ bestowed on every soul He created guidance to
discern right from wrong. He inspires each one to know what benefits and
harms it, what ails it and cures it. He causes each soul to anticipate its lying
down in death and its rising again in eternal life. It becomes incumbent,
therefore, on all Muslims and non-Muslims alike to walk the path to Allah and
furnish themselves with every provision ordained by Him, with worship, with
study and learning so that they may recognize the wonders He has worked for
the children of Adam as recounted in the Holy Qur’an and explained by the
Prophet # in hadith. Through revelation, the Prophet % was able to give
indications of the future through scientific developments as well as to describe
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(Obiga) 5 ol s 28 50 5 o 2 it o
When my Community keeps on the right, it is going to enjoy
an age of one day, and when it does not keep on the right, it
will have an age of half a day.!>

Allah % said in the Holy Qur’an:

s 7 & Z
And one day accovding to Allah’s estimation is 1,000 years according to
yMS(aLHaijQ:47)

Thus the Islamic community of the right way would flourish for one
thousand years and the community in decline would last for another five
hundred years.

For the first millennium of Islamic civilization, the Muslims were favored
by Allah # with an advancement unparalled before or after. Muslims were at
the forefront of not only religious development but also were the world’s
leading researchers, physicians, chemists, astronomers, botanists, philosophers,
and architects. Muslims were the shining lights that illuminated Europe and
touched off the Renaissance. After its first millenium a gradual yet definite
decline began within the Ummah which has continued until our present time.
As the Muslims have wandered away from the way of the Prophet # and
Allah’s heavenly message of Islam, the divine blessings and support have
similarly diminished. Miraculously, the Prophet # predicted that this process
would take one thousand years and it came to pass.!® The second prediction in
this hadith is that the Ummah will continue further for five hundred more
years in decline.

Thus, according to this understanding of this hadith Allah % has granted
the Ummah a lifespan of fifteen hundred years, and Allah knows best, and
today we have already arrived to the year 1424 Hzjri (2003 CE). This prediction
of a fifteen hundred year lifespan is also in keeping with the recent appearance
of the Signs of the Last Days. These signs have not appeared in their totality
until lately. Even a cursory examination of these signs shows their present-day
fulfillment as foretold by Prophet Muhammad # over fourteen hundred years

'® Hadith mentioned in Rah al-Bayan, Tafsir of Sarat al-‘Asr. “In istagamat ummatT falaha yawm
wa in lam tastaqim falaha nisfa yawm.”

In another version the Prophet # said, “If my Community keeps on the right, it is going to enjoy
an age of one day, and if it becomes corrupt, it will have an age of half a day.”

Al-Munawr cites it in Fayd al-Qadir from Shaykh Muhyt al-Din Ibn ‘Arabr.

'® The 1000" year of the Islamic HijrT calendar was marked by the rule of Ottoman sultan Murad
11l 154695 (ruled 1574-95), son and successor of Selim Il. He was dominated by his family,
and although his generals were successful against Persia, his reign marked the beginning of
the decay of the Ottoman Empire and the Islamic caliphate as a whole.
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will be tyrants. And after the tyrants a man from My House
will fill the earth with justice, and after him is al-Qahtani. By
the One who sent me with the Truth! Not a word less.18

Commenting on this hadith, Mawlana Shaykh Nazim al-Haqqani identifies
the caliphs spoken of in these two hadiths as “the Rightly-Guided Ones”—ar-
rashidan: Abu Bakr, ‘Umar, ‘Uthman and ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased with them
all. The princes are the Ummayad Caliphs of Damascus and the Abbasid
Caliphs of Baghdad. As for the kings, they are the Ottoman Sultans of
Istanbul. Following the kings, according to the second hadith, are tyrants, and
that is what is commonly seen today. Finally, what for us is a prediction: the
appearance of a man from the family of the Prophet # who will rule with
justice.

And Allah knows best for He did not reveal the Unseen to anyone. Allah
said:

S < o5
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They ask thee about the (final) Hour, when will be its appointed time? Say:

“The knowledge thereof is with my Lovd (alone): none but He canvevealas

towhen it will occur. Heaviby will it weigh on the heavens and the earth. Jt
will ony come to you suddenty.” QABE7:187)

From this it is clear that no one knows the exact day or hour of the
Judgment. However we can understand from the signs which the Prophet
brought that we are approaching the end of time, though no one can predict a
certain date for it. As human beings, there always exists the possibility of error.
Only the prophets are infallible (wa'sim). What we are attempting here is not to
predict the timing of the Last Day precisely, but to analyze the signs given to us
by the Prophet Muhammad # in expectation of that final day.

(44)u\;;a JU J‘ (43 u\,ﬁ > S - (“2)BLy Lose m @u\ f Jn,su
(45)\;;\“,; o j.ui & L,,\
They ask ou about the Hour, When will be its Womtea[ time? Wherein
are you (concerned) with the declaration thereof? With your Lovd is the

it fixed thereof. Thou art but a warney for such as fear it.
(an Naziat:79: 42.46)

Those who believe in the Last Day, live in fear of its coming upon them

'8 Na‘im bin Hammad in “Fitan” from ‘Abd ar-Rahman bin Qays bin Jabir al-Sadafi, Kanz al-
‘ummal, hadith #38704.






